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Biographical Information for Panelists and Presenters

Maura Banta

Maura Banta currently serves as the Chair of the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, a position she has held since July 2008. She is IBM's East Coast Regional Manager for Corporate Citizenship and Corporate Affairs. She joined IBM in 1973 as a marketing representative and held positions in Sales, Insurance Industry Consulting and Marketing Management before joining the External Programs Department in 1989. Ms. Banta was promoted to manager of the department in 1993, and became corporate community relations manager in 1996. In 2006, Ms. Banta was named Eastern Regional Manager for IBM's corporate philanthropy, government relations and community relations.

Ms. Banta is a board member of United Ways of New England, Mass Taxpayers Foundation, and Boston Plan for Excellence, Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy, and the Carroll School of Management at Boston College. She is the immediate past chair of the board of the Mass Business Alliance for Education. She served for six years on the Massachusetts Educational Management and Audit Council, a position she first held under Governor Jane Swift. Ms. Banta also served on former Governor Cellucci's Economic Development Task Force. She earned a B.A. in economics from Marymount College.
Henry Darnell

Henry L. Darnell is the Vice President of Corporate Community Affairs for Genzyme Corporation which is headquartered in Cambridge, Massachusetts. In this role, Henry is responsible for leadership and support of the company’s Crisis Management & Business Continuity interests, Corporate Affairs Business Partner for Corporate Operations and is responsible for leading the Community Relations program.  
Prior to this assignment, Henry accumulated over 30 years of leadership, management and oversight experience in Site and Global Quality Operations roles for Fortune 500 biotechnology, pharmaceutical and medical device organizations.  In his most recent Quality role, Henry served as Vice President of Global Quality – Europe with strategic and functional Quality Operations responsibilities for biologics, solid dosage and aseptic fill/finish operations in France, Ireland and the United Kingdom.  In his Quality leadership capacities, he oversaw various aspects of Quality Assurance, Quality Systems, Quality Control (Laboratory Operations), Technical Services and CMC Regulatory Affairs functions.
Steven Hiersche
Steven Hiersche has been a Superintendent in Massachusetts for the past eleven years.  Prior to coming to Framingham in 2009 as Superintendent, Dr. Hiersche served as Superintendent of Schools in Watertown for five years and prior to that, Superintendent of Schools in Plymouth, also for five years.  In addition, Dr. Hiersche has been a High School and Middle School Principal in Vermont and a High School Assistant Principal in New Hampshire. He has taught High School mathematics and computer science in Westfield, MA. Dr. Hiersche holds his doctorate in Educational Leadership from the University of Sarasota and Masters in education from Westfield State College.  His professional activities include membership in the Educational Technology Advisory Council, Chair of the EDCO Board, Focus on Math Advisory Board with BU and EDC as well as a STEM panelist in 2007. 
Peter Lam

Peter Lam is the biostatistics group director at Boston Scientific.  Dr. Lam has been working in the industry for 17 years, including the last 6+ years at Boston Scientific and 11 years at a clinical research organization as a clinical trial statistician.  His job responsibility is to ensure sound statistical design of the clinical trials, maintain trial data integrity during execution, and correct interpretation of the trial data. He graduated from Gonzaga University with a B.Sc. in Mathematics/Computer Science, Purdue University with a M.Sc. in mathematical statistics and a Ph.D. in applied statistics.
Richard Miller

Richard K. Miller was appointed the President and first employee of the Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering in 1999, where he also holds an appointment as Professor of Mechanical Engineering. He served as Dean of the College of Engineering at the University of Iowa from 1992-1999, and spent the previous 17 years on the engineering faculties at the University of Southern California (where he held the position of Associate Dean for Academic Affairs) and the University of California, Santa Barbara. 

Dr. Miller has won five teaching awards at two universities, received the Legacy award from the College of Engineering at the University of Iowa, and was recognized in 2006 by the Mass High Tech journal as an All Star for his work in leading the establishment of Olin College. He is a member of the Board of Directors of Stanley Consultants, Inc., and serves on the Board of Trustees of Babson and Olin Colleges. He has also served as the chair of the National Science Foundation’s Engineering Advisory Committee and on several advisory committees for the National Academy of Engineering, Harvard University, and other institutions.  In addition, he has served as a consultant to the World Bank in the establishment of new academic institutions. He is a member of AIAA, ASME, ASCE, ASEE, Tau Beta Pi, Phi Kappa Phi, and Sigma Xi. A native Californian, Dr. Miller earned his B.S. degree in Aerospace Engineering in 1971 from the University of California, Davis, where he received the 2002 Distinguished Engineering Alumnus Award. In 1972, he earned his M.S. degree in Mechanical Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  In 1976 he earned his Ph.D. in Applied Mechanics from the California Institute of Technology.

Jill Norton

Ms. Norton is the Executive Director of the Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy. The Rennie Center is a non-partisan, non-profit think tank whose mission is to develop a public agenda that promotes significant improvement of public education in Massachusetts.  The Rennie Center conducts its work through independent research, constructive dialogue and civic engagement. Jill joined the Rennie Center with a background in K-12 professional development. She was formerly Director of Professional Development for the New England School Development Council (NESDEC) where she worked with educators throughout the six New England states to develop targeted professional development for K-12 teachers and administrators. Prior to NESDEC, Jill managed the customer service department for Tom Snyder Productions, an educational software publisher. Jill received her B.A. in Elementary Education from Michigan State University where she spent an additional year completing a full year internship and graduate courses in Teaching Curriculum. She also attended the National Center for Montessori Education-New England and earned her Primary Teaching Certificate. Jill earned her M.Ed. from Harvard University where she focused on Education Policy and Management. She has been a public school teacher in Michigan and Montessori directress in Massachusetts.
Paul Reville
Paul Reville serves as the Massachusetts Secretary of Education. In this role, Secretary Reville works to fully realize Governor Patrick’s vision of a unified education system that provides a high quality education to all students. He directs the Executive Office of Education and works closely with the Commonwealth’s education agencies – Department of Early Education and Care, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, Department of Higher Education and the University of Massachusetts system - and serves as a voting member of the governing board of all four education agencies. In addition, Secretary Reville advises the Governor on matters of education policy, shapes the Governor’s policy agenda, advances the work of the Readiness Project and works with the Commissioners to build a seamless Pre-K – 20 public education system. Prior to becoming Secretary, Governor Patrick appointed Paul as the chairman of the Massachusetts State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education. He also served on the Governor’s Transition Team and was chair of the Governor’s Pre-K – 12 Task Force on Governance. Until his appointment as Secretary of Education, Paul was the founding president of the Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy. He was also the Director of the Education Policy and Management Program and a senior lecturer on educational policy and politics at the Harvard University Graduate School of Education.

Paul is the former education director of the Pew Forum on Standards-Based Reform, and was the founding executive director of the Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education (MBAE), a leading group behind the Education Reform Act of 1993. In 1985, Paul was the founding executive director of the Alliance for Education, a multi-service educational improvement organization serving Worcester and Central Massachusetts. Prior to his work at the Alliance, Paul was the principal/education director and a teacher in two alternative secondary schools in Massachusetts. Paul is a graduate of Colorado College and holds a Master's degree from Stanford University.
Robert Richardson
Rob Richardson has been the Education Manager for Intel Massachusetts since 2001. He provides strategic direction to Intel’s investments in K-12 schools and colleges to help them improve programs in math, science, and engineering, particularly for women and under-represented minorities. Rob has been an education administrator in several capacities: the founding President of the French River Education Center in Oxford, MA, Associate Director of the Center for Educational Leadership and Technology and Sr. Consultant with Future Management Systems. Two programs he created earned US Presidential citations for innovative partnerships with industry and both were designated as national models by the US Department of Education. Additional experience includes seven years in various capacities at Digital Equipment Corporation’s Software Supply Business. Rob is Chairperson for the Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education (MBAE), Chair of the Executive Committee for the Massachusetts State Science and Engineering Fair, and has served on the Governor’s MA 21st Century Skills Task Force. He earned a BA from Tufts University and a master’s degree from the Harvard Graduate School of Education.
Judith Griffin Salerno

Judith Salerno is the Executive Director of the Foundation for MetroWest.  The Foundation for MetroWest connects philanthropic opportunity with demonstrated need in the communities of MetroWest. The Foundation promotes the value of philanthropy, serves as a resource for charitable activities, fulfills the interests of donors and enhances the quality of life for all of our citizens.  Ms. Salerno has served as Executive Director of the Foundation since September 2007 and is responsible for executive management of the foundation. In June 2005 she joined the Foundation’s Board of Trustees and was appointed Interim Co-Executive Director in December of that year.  She brings over 20 years of management experience in both large and small growth-oriented technology businesses. Most recently she served as Founder, President and Chief Operating Officer at Stream International, an international provider of outsourced technical services. 
Karen Spilka

Karen Spilka was first elected to the House of Representatives in a special election in the fall of 2001 and served three years in the House before her election to the Senate.  She was officially sworn in as the State Senator for the 2nd Middlesex and Norfolk district in January 2005.  As such, she represents the MetroWest, one of the most important economic regions in Massachusetts. Senator Spilka was appointed Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Economic Development and Emerging Technologies in February 2009, as well as being named Vice Chair of the Committee on Labor and Workforce Development and Senate Chair of the BioTech Legislative Caucus.  She also currently serves on the Senate Ways and Means Committee and the Senate Committee on Global Warming and Climate Change, as well as the Joint Committees on Federal Stimulus Oversight, Higher Education, and Healthcare Financing.  She is the Vice Chair of Ethics and Rules. Senator Spilka was also appointed to the Governor’s STEM Advisory Council in January 2010. 
Prior to becoming a legislator, Senator Spilka was in private practice as an arbitrator and mediator, specializing in labor and employment law and community and court mediation.  Senator Spilka has received considerable recognition for her public service, including being named to the National Honor Roll of State Legislators and appointment to the National Conference of State Legislatures’ Human Services and Welfare Committee for 2007–2008.  Other awards include the 2006 Legislative Leadership Award from the MetroWest Chamber of Commerce and the 2006 Regional Spirit Award from the MetroWest Growth Management Committee. Senator Spilka is a graduate of Northeastern Law School and holds a B.S. from Cornell University. 
Jim Stanton

Jim Stanton is the Director of The Technology Initiative, a non-profit organization established in 2001 under the Metro South/West Regional Employment Board to pursue corporate and foundation grants.  In this role, Mr. Stanton has developed: (1) the nationally recognized Leadership Initiatives for Teaching and Technology (LIFT²) program which has enrolled 90 teachers with corporate partners providing paid summer externships to these teachers ; (2) a statewide STEM high school internship program serving over 900 students; (3) a Saturday STEM Academy, in partnership with Olin College of Engineering, four Metro South/West school systems, and METCO programs, to prepare and inspire under-represented minority high school students to pursue STEM careers; and (4) a Life Science Career Development Pilot project, in partnership with the MassBioEd Foundation, to help teams of high school science teachers, administrators and guidance counselors and Workforce Investment Boards’ staff develop programs to interest students in careers in the life sciences. In 2009 the LIFT² program was selected to participate in a national Teacher Externship retreat, hosted by the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, as one of the ten ”Best Practice” externship programs in the country. 

Mr. Stanton was a member of the Mass Technology Leadership Council’s 2008 task force to rewrite the Massachusetts K-12 Instructional Technology Standards. He is also a member of the Mass IT Collaborative Talent and Workforce Group and the Teachers21 Board of Directors and has experience in the private, public and nonprofit sectors. After earning a bachelor’s degree in economics at Boston College, Mr. Stanton joined the national Teacher Corps and taught middle school in Lowell while earning a Masters in Urban Education also at BC.
